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 JIM AZEVEDO is 
the marketing director 
at Smashwords, the 
largest distributor of 
indie ebooks. Since 
2008, Smashwords has 

helped authors around the world 
publish and distribute more than 
320,000 titles to retailers such as Apple 
iBooks, Barnes & Noble, Kobo and 
Flipkart, as well as to subscription 
services Oyster and Scribd, and also to 
libraries via its partnerships with 
OverDrive and Baker & Taylor. Jim is 
the author of the forthcoming book, 
How to Get Your Band out of the Garage. 
 

DARIO CIRIELLO 
is a professional 
author, editor, and 
publisher. Through 
his indie press, 
Panverse publishing 
(www.panversepublis

hing.com), Dario has edited, 
formatted, and published ten books, 
including three of his own, in both 
print and digital formats. Dario has 
also edited several novels in his 
capacity as a freelance copyeditor. 
Dario's nonfiction book Aegean 
Dream, the tragi-comic memoir of a 
year spent on the small Greek island 
of Skopelos (the actual "Mamma 
Mia!" island), was a UK travel 
bestseller in 2012 and has recently 
also been published in Poland.  
 

DAVID COLIN 
CARR has been a 
freelance editor of 
fiction and non-
fiction since 1988 
with writers as far 

flung as Beijing and Johannesburg.     
He works collaboratively with clients to 
bring forth their passion—with clarity 
and coherence, while preserving their 
distinctive voice. He is dedicated to 
projects that manifest the beauty of this 
planet and the mystery of our hearts—
offering compassion, counseling skills, 
and creativity to bring forth the 
brilliance of both the writing and the 
collaborative relationship. Reach David 
at www.DavidColinCarr.com.  

 
DAVID CORBETT  
is the author of The 
Art of Character (“a 
writer’s bible” – 
Elizabeth Brundage) 
and four novels, 

including Done for a Dime (a New York 
Times Notable Book) and Blood of 
Paradise (nominated for numerous 
awards, including the Edgar). His fifth 
novel, The Mercy of the Night, will 
appear in April 2015. David’s short 
fiction has been twice selected for Best 
American Mystery Stories, and his non-
fiction has appeared in the New York 
Times, Narrative, Writer’s Digest, and 
other venues. He has taught online and 
in classroom settings throughout North 
America and Mexico. For more, visit 
www.davidcorbett.com. 
 

CONSTANCE  
HALE has written 
three books on 
language and literary 
style: Wired Style, Sin 
and Syntax, and Vex, 
Hex, Smash, Smooch. 

She has worked at the Oakland 
Tribune, the San Francisco Examiner, 
Wired, and Health magazines, and her 
freelance articles have appeared 
in The Los Angeles Times, Afar, The Atlantic, 
Smithsonian, Honolulu, and many others 
newspapers and magazines. Her eight-
part series on writing a sentence is at The 
New York Times' Opinionator. Born in 
Hawaii and now based there and in San 
Francisco, she covers writing and the 
writing life at sinandsyntax.com. 

 
STEPHANIE 

CHANDLER is the 
author of several books 
including The Nonfiction 
Book Marketing Plan: Online 
and Offline Promotion 

Strategies to Build Your Audience and Sell 
More Books. Stephanie is also founder and 
CEO of http://NonfictionAuthors 
Association.com, a vibrant marketing 
community for trail-blazing writers. She 
has also been featured in Entrepreneur 
Magazine, BusinessWeek, Inc.com, and 
Wired magazine, and is a contributing 
blogger for Forbes. 

 
JASON HOVEY is a 
former educator with over 15 
years of experience in online 
media. After an early career 
as a classroom teacher and 
technology coordinator, 

Jason has worked for both large and 
startup companies in senior product, 
marketing, and business development roles. 
He is a former general manager for 
Yahoo!’s kids and education businesses 
where he helped build products and 
services used by over 10 million students, 
parents, and teachers each month. 
 

 
LINDA LEE is a writer, 
speaker, educator, and 
website designer who 
demystifies the online 
experience. Whether you are 
a novice or veteran Internet 
user, Linda can help you 

optimize and learn how to run and use 
your website.  Linda is the founder of 
Askmepc-Webdesign, “Smart Women, 
Stupid Computers” and WordPress Total 
Training, a full WordPress training course 
and support membership site for 
WordPress. She offers remote training 
domestically and internationally, helping 
hundreds of people. Linda Lee is also one 
of the top webinar presenters for the 
Author Learning Center, a division of 
Penguin Publishing. 
 

 
PENNY WARNER has 
published over 60 books 
for both adults and 
children. Several of her 
middle-grade mystery 
series, “The Code Busters” 

were nominated for the Agatha Award for 
Best Children’s Mystery. Her non-fiction 
book, The Official Nancy Drew Handbook, was 
nominated for an Agatha Award.  Her first 
mystery featuring a deaf reporter, Dead Body 
Language, won the Macavity Award for Best 
Mystery and was nominated for an Agatha 
and an Anthony Award. Reach Penny at 
www.pennywarner.com. 
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SHELLEY ADINA  
Keynote Speaker 
 
RITA Award® winning author and Christy finalist Shelley Adina 
wrote her first novel when she was 13. The literary publisher 
rejected it, but he did say she knew how to tell a story. That was 
enough to keep her going through the rest of her adolescence, a 
career, a move to another country, a B.A. in Literature, an M.F.A. 
in Writing Popular Fiction, and countless manuscript pages.  
 
Shelley is the author of twenty-four novels published by 
Harlequin, Time Warner, and Hachette Book Group, and seven 
published by Moonshell Books, Inc., her own independent press. 
Her latest traditional release is Keys of Heaven, Amish women’s 
fiction from Hachette under the name Adina Senft, and her latest 
indie release is A Gentleman of Means, the final book in her 
Magnificent Devices steampunk series. 

 
Shelley is a world traveler who loves to imagine what might have been. Between books, Shelley loves 
playing the piano and Celtic harp, making period costumes, and spoiling her flock of rescued 
chickens.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tri-Valley Writers Conference 
Saturday, April 18, 2015 
www.trivalleywriters.org 

 
 


